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Opening your Home  
to a Foster Dog

The pet adoption drive, Home 4 
the Holidays, is an amazing way to 
bring a pet into your home. Nonethe-
less, if you can’t adopt, foster care 
is another great way to bring a new 
pooch into your home.

Give Me Shelter
A shelter is a wonderful place for a 

dog to temporarily live while waiting 
to be adopted into a loving family. 
Even though a shelter dog enjoys the 
daily nurturing from staff as well as 
the companionship with other dogs 
staying there, in some instances a dog 
will be happier in a foster home. For 
example, a nursing mother and her 
puppies may be better served in a 
domestic environment where they 
get more one on one attention. A 
dog might also be recovering from a 
minor surgery (like spaying or neuter-
ing), something best done in a home. 
And don’t forget, it can also be fun 
to take in a high-energy dog such as 
a collie or a lively mixed breed that 
would enjoy getting a lot more exer-
cise than they’d get in a shelter.

Enjoying Foster Care
Even though you’d probably like 

to keep your new buddy long term, 
sometimes it can last less than a week, 
like in cases where the dog is recov-

ering from spay or neuter surgery. 
Other commitments are more long 
term - like when a shelter is taking 
some time to find the right family for 
your foster pet.

Love Without a Price
Worried about having added 

expenses when you invite a dog into 
your home? Don’t be. Most shelters 
take care of everything. Whether 
it’s food and a dish to place it in, or 
toys and a bed for your furry friend, 
there’s a good chance that the shelter 
will cover it. And vet visits? Most shel-
ters will take care of that too. When 
all is said and done, the only thing 
you’ll have to provide is the love and 
attention - and that’s free!

Social Animals
A foster parent can also help train 

and develop a shelter dog. You might 
find yourself working with a dog on 
everything from how to sit to beg-
ging at the dinner table. Of course 
there are also plenty of dogs in 
shelters that are already toilet trained 
and can do a ton of tricks as well. So 
no matter what kind of dog you take 
in, at the end of the day you’ll have a 
happy and appreciative pooch that’s 
ready for their forever family.

Continued on page 2
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Future Meetings
October Meeting

Saturday, October 5th, 11:30 a.m. 
Donatello’s Pizza, 3981 Commercial St. 
SE, Salem OR 97302, (503) 581-7777.

The October meeting includes the 
Nominating Committee’s results for 
2014 Officers and Board of Directors. 
Nominations will be taken from the 
floor at the October meeting only. 
All nominees must have agreed to be 
nominated. Voting is at the November 
meeting. 

November and 
December Meetings

Sunday, November 3rd at the  
Englishes, TBD.

Saturday, December 14th at the 
Englishes. The December meeting is 
the annual Christmas party. Time TBD.

Continued from page 1

Becoming a Foster Parent
Contact your local shelter to find 

out more about becoming a foster 
parent. Each shelter has its own crite-
ria for fostering, but you can generally 
expect to fill out some paperwork 
and maybe even come in for some 
training, an interview, or short orienta-
tion so that you can be matched with 
the best possible dog. To find out 
more about how you can take part, 
visit: http://www.animalcenter.org/
home4theholidays/

From one Loving 
Family to Another

The National Council of Pet Popula-
tion is happy to report that every year 
3-4 million dogs and cats are adopted 
from shelters. So it’s safe to say that 
it won’t be long before your buddy 
is saying goodbye to you, and saying 
hello to his new family. And even 
though it’s tough to let him go, you’ll 
be content that your pooch is going 
to a loving home and that you were a 
big part in getting him there.

You can also take part in finding 
your dog a loving family, like taking 
your pooch to dog parks and adoption 
events wearing an “adopt me” vest.

Taking a foster dog into your home 
is a great way to experience the joy 
of pet ownership. It can be heart 
warming, rewarding, life affirming, 
and sometimes all of them at once. So 
when all is said and done, it’s an enjoy-
able, thoughtful experience that will 
stay with you long after they’ve gone 
to their forever home.

Brags and Wags
• Oxbow has a new champion  

CH Oxbow’s Felicity Sugar and 
Spice. She is bred by Dave and 
Janeé Kemp and owned by Al and 
Terry Patton and the Kemps.

• Donahan ‘n Cedar Zoot Suit placed 
1st in the 12-15 Class at the PSESSA 
Specialty and 3rd from the 12-15 
Class at the Ranier Sporting Dog 
Specialty. Zoot is owned by Don 
and Carol Callahan.

• Carol Jansen is a new grandma.  
Her first grandchild is named  
Finley Wray.

• CH MACH Cascadian’s Touch The 
Sky CD BN MXS MJS XF T2B CGC 
got her RE with 3 scores of 100 at 
the WVESSA Specialty. Skylar is 
owned by Carol Jansen.

Get Well Soon
Betty Rockstad has been ill and 

hospitalized. Cards would be appreci-
ated to 418 Violet Meadows, Tacoma, 
WA 98444. 

Rainbow Bridge
Betty Rockstad has let her compan-

ion Journey travel over the rainbow 
bridge. Oxbow’s Don’t Stop Believin’ 
was loved dearly by Betty. Our sympa-
thies for your loss.

Nominating 
Committee

The nominating committee results 
for the 2014 Officers and Board of 
Directors.
• President : Kelly Callahan
• Vice President: Debbie Kirsch
• Recording Secretary: Martha Mullis
• Corresponding Sec.: Chris Alver
• Treasurer: Carol Callahan
• Lisa Loeffler (past president)
• Janeé Kemp
• Barbara Stonewall
• Sue Smith
• Marsha Caldwell
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Green Eggs & Ham  
and Dog Training?

Taking a tip from Dr. Seuss is a fun 
& easy way to liven up your training.

For most dog owners, Dr. Seuss’s 
classic tale Green Eggs & Ham seems 
an odd place to look for inspiration. 
But as a Greek mathematician soaking 
in his tub found out centuries ago, 
inspiration can be found in the most 
unlikely places.

Trying to make it perfectly clear 
that he absolutely hates green eggs 
and ham, Sam I Am’s friend describes 
where and how he still would refuse 
to taste this dish:
• in a house
• with a mouse
• in a box
• with a fox
• with a goat
• on a boat and so on. . .

Looked at from a slightly different 
viewpoint, Green Eggs & Ham might 
also be an accurate reflection of how 
many dogs view responding to a com-
mand. Here’s a little spoof on what a 
dog might say:

I do not always heed commands
My dear but often silly man
I might not sit if near a goat
How could I lay down on a boat?
Perhaps I’d lay down in the house
But not if I have seen a mouse
Don’t tell me “heel” when  

I’ve smelled fox
Or found the biscuits in the box
I’d find it odd to hear words said
If you were standing on your head
And wonder if “stay” means  

“do come here”
If you said it to me from a chair
I cannot always just obey
Whatever silly words you say
‘Cause if I’m staring at the cat
I will not hear you - that is that!

It is easy to forget that we, just like 
our dogs, are creatures of habit. And 
while this is sometimes a good and 
helpful thing, it can also backfire — 
especially in a training situation. If we 
are using our bodies and/or voices in 
certain habitual ways while giving a 
command, the dog may depend upon 
ALL of those clues, even if we are not 
aware of them.

One simple and fun approach to 
improve your dog’s response to your 
commands — no matter what’s going 
on around him! — is to borrow ideas 
from Green Eggs & Ham. Ask your 
dog to sit here and there or every-
where! While you’re in a chair, while 
you do your hair, at the store or on 
the shore. For each skill your dog has, 
try to find new and interesting ways 
and places for him to practice. Be 
patient — this may be news to him! 
Step back as needed to helping and 
rewarding, and take note of how much 
your dog may be leaning on in the 
cues you’ve provided unawares.

Very often, when we think a dog 
‘knows’ something, we forget that this 
knowledge may be very contextual — 
he only knows it at home or in familiar 
settings, or when you’re standing in a 
certain way. Take the time to lay down 
on some grass, stare up at the clouds, 
and put your dog through his paces. 
It’s an eye opener to realize how 
patterned we are — and thus how 
patterned our dogs can become.

It Was a Dark 
and Stormy 
Night:
American Kennel Club 
Offers Tips on Easing Your 
Dog’s Fear of Thunder

When the thunder rolls in, do 
you find your dog running for the 
hills? Fear of loud noises, especially 
thunder, is a common issue that dogs 
have. Dogs can develop sensitivity to 
sounds between the ages of two and 
four, and the problem tends to get 
worse with age. To help owners calm 
their dogs’ fear of thunder, the Ameri-
can Kennel Club offers the  
following tips.
• Desensitize: Try desensitizing your 

dog to the sound of thunder. Make 
a tape recording of the sound and 
introduce the noise at a very low 
level, slowly and gradually increas-
ing the volume and giving praise 
when your dog does not run and 
hide from the noise. This requires a 
great deal of time and patience on 
your part.

• Create a diversion: Divert your 
dog’s attention from the noise by 
playing a fun game with her before 
the thunder starts to turn the bad 
triggers into positive ones.

• Give treats: Try giving your dog 
her favorite treats during the storm. 
If she’ll eat them, then give her one 
to help keep her engaged when 
the thunder begins.

• Consult your vet: Your veterinar-
ian may suggest giving your dog 
tranquilizers or herbal mixtures 
before a storm approaches if she 
has severe anxiety. Sometimes 
these work, but they are  
not guarantees.



4

Coming Events
Conformation & 
Obedience
October 10-13, 2013
Treasure Valley Cluster
Thursday: Larry J. Sinclair
Friday: Kathryn A. Cowsert
Saturday: Richard G. Beauchamp
Sunday: Linda M. Riedel

October 26-27, 2013
Vancouver Kennel Club
Ridgefield, WA
Saturday: Dr. Robert D. Smith
Sunday: Yvonne Savard

November 2-3, 2013
Southern Oregon Kennel Club
Saturday: Dr. Dale D. Simmons
Sunday: Kathryn A. Cowsert

November 14-17, 2013
Wild River Cluster
Thursday: Noreen Cartwright
Friday: Roger R Hartinger
Saturday: Terry B. Carter
Sunday: Barbara J. Young

November 16-17, 2013
Whidbey Island Kennel Club
Saturday: Robert L. Vandiver
Sunday: Pluis Davern

December 7-8, 2013
Greater Clark County Kennel Club
Saturday: Walter J. Sommerfelt
Sunday: Dr. Ronald I. Spritzer

January 11-12, 2013
West Washington Cluster
Saturday: TBD
Sunday: Kay A. Reamensnyder
Monday: Deborah Y. Verdon

January 17-20, 2013
Rose City Cluster
Thursday: Kimberly Meredith-Cavanna
Friday: Linda C. More
Saturday: Gloria Kerr
Sunday: Gloria Geringer

AKC Agility
October 11-13, 2013
Boise, ID
Klamath Falls, OR
Wenatchee, WA

October 18-20, 2013
Union Gap, WA

October 24-27, 2013
Central Point, OR
Rigby, ID
Auburn, WA

November 2-3, 2013
Auburn, WA

November 8-10, 2013
Auburn, WA
Ridgefield, WA

November 22-24, 2013
Auburn, WA

November 29-December 1, 2013
Albany, OR

December 6-8, 2013
Auburn, WA

December 13-15, 2013
Auburn, WA

December 27-29, 2013
Elma, WA

January 3-5, 2013
Ridgefield, WA

January 16-19, 2013
Portland, OR

January 31-February 2, 2014
Auburn, WA
Ridgefield, WA

Tracking
November 3, 2013
Monmouth, OR

November 10, 2013
St. Paul, OR
Bow, WA

December 1, 2013
Bow, WA
January 5, 2014
Bow, WA

Field Trials
October 5, 2013
Rickreall, OR
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Show Results
Rainier Sporting Dog, 8/15/13
GP2/BOB GCH CH Hil-N-Don &  

Canyonwood Seemore Of Me
BOS GCH CH M’ Classic & Hijinks  

Hot Legs NA NAJ NF 
SD GCH CH Bryden Fairhaven 

Hidalgo CD RE OA OAJ NF  
SB CH Mar-Ric Wheel Of Fortune RN  
BOW/WD Galfox Ridgewyn Roustabout 
RWD Ramblewood Taking Care  

Of Business  
WB Ramblewood Lady Marmalade  
RWB G&J’s Sequoia Spring 

PSESSA, 8/16/13
BOB GCH CH Ocoee Dsqd With A 

Vengeance 
BOS CH Blackpearls High Felutin 

Pawmarc 
SD GCH CH Hil-N-Don &  

Canyonwood Seemore Of Me  
SB CH Pawmarc ‘N Darkover  

Saving Grace  
BOW/WD Mar-Ric Signature Edition
RWD Beswin Ynot A Cut Above 
WB Alynn’s Sunrise Serenade  
RWB Blackpearl’s Kaboom  

Olympia KC, 8/17/13
BOB GCH CH Hil-N-Don &  

Canyonwood Seemore Of Me
BOS CH Blackpearls High Felutin 

Pawmarc 
SD GCH CH Ocoee Dsqd With A 

Vengeance  
SB CH Pawmarc ‘N Darkover  

Saving Grace  
BOW/WD Beswin Ynot A Cut Above  
RWD Gleneire’s Ceo Encore
WB Emerald Ilse Well Hello Dolly  
RWB Ramblewood Hot Stuff  

Olympia KC, 8/18/13
BOB GCH CH Ocoee Dsqd With A 

Vengeance 
BOS CH Pawmarc ‘N Darkover  

Saving Grace 
SD CH Topsail Jack Black & Wright  
SB GCH CH M’ Classic & Hijinks  

Hot Legs NA NAJ NF  
BOW/WD Mar-Ric Signature Edition
RWD Gleneire’s Ceo Encore
WB Ramblewood Hot Stuff  
RWB Laurelwyn Enigma  

Longview-Kelso KC, 8/30/13
BOB GCH CH Oxbow’s Gold Medal 
BOS/WB Oxbow’s Sweetheart  

Of The Rodeo  
BOW/WD G&J’s Cherokee Spring 
RWD Oxbow’s Cowboy Crush 
RWB G&J’s Sequoia Spring 

Longview-Kelso KC, 9/1/13
BOB GCH CH Oxbow’s Gold Medal
BOS/BOW/WB G&J’s Sequoia Spring 
WD G&J’s Cherokee Spring  
RWD Oxbow’s Cowboy Crush 
RWB Oxbow’s Sweetheart  

Of The Rodeo 

Eugene KC, 9/7/13
GP1/BOB GCH CH Segre’s Brown 

Derby BN RA OA OAJ 
WD Cedar’s Western Code Talker

Eugene KC, 9/8/13
GP3/BOB GCH CH Segre’s Brown 

Derby BN RA OA OAJ 
WD Cedar’s Western Code Talker  



6

2013 Officers
Lisa Loeffler, President 
5060 SW Philomath Blvd #503 
Corvallis, OR 97333
(541) 760-6931 
LisaLoeffler@comcast.net

Carol Jansen, Vice President 
4850 Justice Way S. 
Salem, Or 97302 
(503) 581-1826 • cajansen1@comcast.net

Chris Alver, Corresponding Sec. 
6039 NE 29th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97211 
(503) 249-0162 • alver6403@comcast.net

Elaine Resner, Recording Secretary 
5202 SW Erickson Avenue 
Beaverton, OR  97005 
(503) 577-1769 •hijinksess@gmail.com

Carol Callahan, Treasurer 
5310 S. Bates Rd. 
Spokane Valley, WA 99206 
(509) 927-5917 • donahan@aol.com 

Board of Directors
Includes all officers plus:

Ken English 
(360) 887-8139 
toupy@aol.com

Debbie Kirsh 
(503) 287-8194 
debjeffkirsch@hotmail.com

Betty Schwartz 
(541) 563-5765 
vanityfr@teleport.com

Susan Smith 
(503) 393-2187 
Rivsrfun@email.msn.com 

Barbara Stonewall 
(503) 665-8357 
bjstonewall@aol.com

Dog Bytes is bimonthly newsletter pub-
lished by the Willamette Valley English 
Springer Spaniel Association. 

Any questions, comments, or article  
submissions can be forwarded to the 
editor. The editor reserves the right to 
edit or to refuse any copy.

Kelly J. Callahan, Editor 
2210 W Main St., Suite 107-262 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 
kelly.callahan@gmail.com


